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to Italy, and received a letter of thanks from that
government. From Washington a new consular
agent was sent, and, putting him in charge of the
consulate, I started for home, going by way of
Turin, to see Mr. Marsh, and hy diligence over
Mont Cenis. Subsequent events brought me much
in contact with that admirable diplomat and scholar,
at that time the one bright feature of our diplomatic
service on the Continent. Our government received
great credit for sending such a man abroad to repre-
sent us, but the chance of it was in the fact that
he was closely related to Senator Edmunds of Ver-
mont, whose influence with the administration was
sufficient to secure any single nomination he insisted
on, and who did insist on the maintenance of Marsh
in the diplomatic service. As Marsh had been con-
spicuous in the advocacy of the Italian cause during
the unitary movement, he was designated by the
circumstances for the American legation to Italy,
in which he honored his appointment as few of our
representatives at that epoch had done.

In fact, with the exception of Adams, at London,
and Marsh, at Turin, we had hardly a represent-
ative abroad, either consular or diplomatic, who was
a credit to the country. As the war continued, the
importance of being respected in Europe became
more evident, and a change took place; but the
few men of respectable standing who were in for-
eign countries representing the United States of
America were appointed on account of political
pressure, and not on their merits. My colleague afcteramiable Severn, and under herches I troublede Jerseyey assumed himnds and promising support-
